
KS2 The United Kingdom

Previous learning reminder
❖ The UK is made up of 4 countries: England, 

Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
❖ Each country has its own capital city.
❖ Land can be described as having both human 

and physical features.

Key Vocabulary

Objectives Acting like a geographer

Did you know?

We are learning to:
❖ compare and contrast the countries of 

the UK and their capital cities by 
describing their human and physical 
features.

❖ identify the physical characteristics of 
the UK: major rivers, coastline, 
mountainous regions.

❖ explain how human activities have 
affected the UK's landscape: farming, 
wind farms, quarries. 

❖ describe the sort of industries in which 
people in the UK work: manufacturing, 
farming, retail, finance, tourism.

We can be geographers by:
❖ making a model of part of a local 

area. 
❖ using atlases to plan a road trip.
❖ using map symbols and exploring 

a range of maps of different 
scales of our locality and other 
places in the UK.

❖ designing and conducting 
fieldwork interviews.

❖ Using a simplified Likert Scale to 
record judgements of 
environmental quality in our area.

Physical 
feature

Natural features on the Earth's 
surface, such as water, lakes, 
mountains, and deserts.

Human 
feature

Something that is built by humans 
and would not have existed in 
nature without humans.

Landscape Part of the Earths surface that 
consists of the geographic 
features that are characteristic of 
a particular area.

Industry Any economic activity which 
creates jobs and generates income.

Energy 
source

Oil, gas, coal, wood, wind, sunlight 
and geothermal energy are all 
natural resources that can be used 
to produce heat and electricity. ... 
Non-renewable energy sources are 
things like oil, natural gas and coal.

Region An area considered as a unit for 
geographical reasons. A named 
area within a country.

Country A country is land that is controlled 
by a single government.

There are a number of ways power is 
generated in the UK. Energy can be generated 
at gas-fired power stations, by nuclear power 
and by burning coal. There are also renewable 
power options that use the wind, sun or water 

to generate energy.

by asking questions such as:

❖ How have places have changed over time, 
including changes to land local to us?

❖ How are maps made? 

❖ Who owns and maintains the UK’s roads?

Thinking like a geographer


